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Today marks the fourth in a series of scheduled Kern County General Plan Update
interactive workshops. The purpose of tonight’s workshop is to present to your
Commission information which may be utilized in preparation of the upcoming General
Plan Update. Additionally, this workshop will serve as a forum for the Planning and
Natural Resources Department to receive feedback from community residents, agencies
and other interested stakeholders as to potential content for the General Plan Update.
The topics for tonight’s discussion include: an overview of the Metropolitan Bakersfield
General Plan Land Use Categories and the Valley Floor Habitat Conservation Plan; and
an introduction to the water element.
SUMMARY OF EXISTING METROPOLITAN BAKERSFIELD GENERAL PLAN
(MBGP) MAJOR LAND USE CATEGORIES
The Metropolitan General Plan was adopted by the Kern County Board of Supervisors on
December 3, 2002. The document was subsequently adopted by the City of Bakersfield
on December 11, 2002.
The Metropolitan Bakersfield Planning Area encompasses an area of approximately 408
square miles. This is the boundary for which all goals, policies, and programs in the
General Plan are applicable. The plan area reflects the City of Bakersfield sphere of
influence boundary and includes both lands under the jurisdiction of the City and those
adjacent unincorporated lands under the jurisdiction of the County of Kern.
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Summary of Existing Land Use Categories within the adopted Metropolitan
Bakersfield General Plan
Residential*
Rural (RR**-minimum 2.5 gross acres/unit): A designation characterized by widely
separated rural housing. While some of the lots between 2.5 and 5.0 acres may have
public water and/or sewer service, those with 5 acres or more for the most part lack such
services.
Estate (ER-minimum 1 net acre/unit): Single-family housing with rural service needs.
Suburban (SR-less than or equal to 4 dwelling units/net acre): Generally non-sewered
single-family detached units.
Low Density (LR-less than or equal to 7.26 dwelling units/net acre): Single-family
detached housing, typical of tract developments.
Low Medium Density (LMR-City-greater than 4.0 and less than or equal to 10.0 dwelling
units/net acre; County-less than or equal to 10 dwelling units/net acre): Composed largely
of attached, single-family townhomes, duplexes, and zero lot line developments. May
apply to small multiple family structures, such as triplexes, and mobile home parks which
require a full array of urban services.
High Medium Density (HMR-City-greater than 7.26 and less than or equal to 17.42
dwelling units/net acre; County-less than or equal to 17.42 dwelling units/net acre).
High Density (HR-City-greater than 17.42 and less than or equal to 72.6 dwelling units/net
acre; County-less than or equal to 29 dwelling units/net acre): Applies to large multiplefamily structures, such as apartments, apartment hotels, and condominiums. This
designation would be used in urban centers context.
Commercial
Highway (HC- max. .4 FAR*** 3 stories): Services, amenities and accommodations
associated with the traveling public located adjacent to or in close proximity to major
highways. These may include gas stations, restaurants, motels, and RV parks.
General (GC- max. 1.O FAR, 4 stories): Retail and service facilities providing a broad
range of goods and services which serve the day-to-day needs of nearby residents.
Major (MC- max. 1.O FAR, 6 stories): Concentrated large-scale retail operations providing
a broad range of goods and services which serve a market area of many square miles.
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Office (OC- max. 1.0 FAR, 4 stories): Business and professional office uses, and specialty
retail.
Mixed Use (MUC- max. 3.0 FAR): Major commercial centers combining professional
office, major retail and commercial support services. This designation would be warranted
for intensive development characteristic of a commercial center within the city. It also
provides the opportunity for integration of medium and high density residential uses in
conjunction with commercial activities in order to create an active street life, enhance
personal safety by ensuring the presence of people in the streets at different times, and
promote the vitality of businesses.
Industrial
Light (LI- 1.0 FAR, 6 stories): Unobtrusive industrial activities that can locate in close
proximity to residential and commercial uses with a minimum of environmental conflicts.
Service (SI- .4 FAR, 6 stories): Industrial activities which involve outdoor storage or use
of heavy equipment. Such uses produce significant air or noise pollution and are visually
obtrusive.
Heavy (HI- .4 FAR, 14 stories): Large-scale industrial activity which is usually land
intensive and incompatible with other land uses because of potential severe
environmental impacts.
Resource
Intensive Agriculture (R-IA - minimum 20-acre parcel size): Areas devoted to the
production of irrigated crops, or having the potential for such use.
Extensive Agriculture (R-EA - minimum 80-acre parcel size for lands under "Williamson
Act" contract; 20-acre minimum, lands not under contract): Agricultural uses involving
large amounts of land with relatively low value per-acre yields such as livestock grazing,
dryland farming, and woodlands.
Mineral and Petroleum (R-MP - minimum land use designation size 5-acres): Areas which
contain producing, or potentially productive, petroleum fields and mineral deposits. This
designation may be used in combination with other designations.
Public Facilities
Public Facilities (P): includes government buildings, hospitals, public utilities, cemeteries,
sewage treatment plants, waste disposal sites and other publicly owned facilities.
Public and private schools (PS).
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Public Transportation (PT): Existing airports and railroads whose future use is restricted
to transportation related uses.
Solid Waste Facility Sites (P-SW): Includes solid waste disposal sites, transfer stations
and related resource recovery activities.
Open Space
Open Space (OS): Floodplains and Resource Management Areas. Agriculture uses are
also permitted.
Parks (OS-P): Includes all city and county parks as well as public and private recreation
facilities.
Slopes (0S-S): Areas with greater than or equal to thirty percent slope. Slope areas are
better defined by an overlay zone or hillside development standards.
* In the Land Use Plan Map, some areas have been assigned dual designations, such as
"LMR/LR" and "SR/LR". The circled designation represents the land use of Kern County.
The alternative designation represents the land use should the area become incorporated
into the city.
** Land use map designation.
*** FAR: Floor Area Ratio = Gross Building Area divided by Net Parcel Area
METROPOLITAN BAKERSFIELD HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN
The Metropolitan Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (MBHCP) is a program that
addresses the effect of urban growth on federally and State protected plant and animal
species within the Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan area. The MBHCP is a joint
program of the City of Bakersfield and Kern County that was undertaken to assist urban
development applicants in complying with State and federal endangered species laws.
State and Federal Endangered Species Acts prohibit the "take" (killing, harming, or
harassment) of plant or animal species that are listed as endangered or threatened.
Under the federal law, species "take" also includes the loss of species habitat to urban
development, such as buildings, paving, grading, etc. Endangered species protected
under these State and federal laws include the San Joaquin kit fox, Tipton kangaroo rat,
blunt nosed leopard lizard, and Bakersfield cactus.
The MBHCP is designed to streamline to the process of complying with endangered
species laws while allowing future economic growth of the Metropolitan Bakersfield area.
The program also satisfies the conservation goals of State and federal endangered
species laws.
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How Does the MBHCP Work?
The MBHCP utilizes a mitigation fee paid by applicants for grading or building permits to
fund the purchase and maintenance of habitat land to compensate for the effects of urban
development on endangered species habitat. The lands acquired for the program are
generally located outside the Metropolitan Bakersfield area.
Kern County and the City of Bakersfield have entered into a legal agreement with the
California Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that spells
out obligations in conjunction with the MBHCP. The agreement allows the County and the
City to receive habitat mitigation credit that can be applied against future habitat loss that
accompanies urban development.
The Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (BHCP) Update
The Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan is being prepared by the City of Bakersfield,
US Fish and Wildlife Service, California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the County
of Kern. This plan will replace the existing plan which is due to expire in the next few
years. The updated plan will build on the goals of the existing plan while adjusting and
clarifying species protected by the plan. It will also provide a more streamlined
environmental permitting process for applicants.
WATER ELEMENT
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014
On September 16, 2014, Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., signed the Sustainable
Groundwater Management Act of 2014. The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
of 2014 (SGMA) is a three-bill package that collectively establishes a new structure for
managing California’s groundwater. A central feature of SGMA is the recognition that
groundwater management in California is best accomplished locally. SGMA includes the
provisions of Senate Bill (SB) 1168, Assembly Bill (AB) 1739, and SB 1319. SGMA builds
upon the existing groundwater management provisions established by AB 3030 (1992),
SB 1938 (2002), and AB 359 (2011), as well as SBX7 6 (2009) which established the
California Statewide Groundwater Elevation Monitoring (CASGEM) Program.
SGMA requires the formation of locally-controlled Groundwater Sustainability Agencies
(GSAs) which must develop Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) in groundwater
basis or sub-basins that the Department of Water Resources (DWR) designates as
medium or high priority. Kern County has two-basins that meet this standard. The valley
portion of the County is located within the Tulare Lake Hydrologic Region and has been
designated as critically overdrafted basin. In Eastern Kern County, the Indian Wells Valley
Groundwater basin has been classified as a medium-priority basin. GSAs must be formed
by June 30, 2017; GSPs must be developed by January 31, 2020, for high priority basin
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that DWR determines to be in critical overdraft, and by January 31, 2022, for all other
high- or medium priority basin. Sustainability must be achieved in high-priority basins
within 20 years from the date of GSP adoption.
SGMA defines sustainable groundwater management as “the management and use of
groundwater in a manner that can be maintained during the planning and implementation
horizon without causing undesirable results.” Undesirable results include, but are not
limited to, chronic lowering of groundwater levels, reduction of groundwater storage,
seawater intrusion, degraded water quality, and land subsidence that interferes with
surface land uses. The legislative intent of SGMA is to achieve all of the following:









To provide for the sustainable management of groundwater basins.
To enhance local management of groundwater consistent with; (1) rights to use
or store groundwater, and (2) Section 2 of Article X of the California Constitution.
To establish minimum standards for sustainable groundwater management.
To provide local groundwater agencies with the authority and the technical and
financial assistance necessary to sustainably manage groundwater.
To avoid or minimize subsidence.
To improve data collection and understanding about groundwater.
To increase groundwater storage and remove impediments to recharge.
To manage groundwater basins through the actions of local governmental
agencies to the greatest extent feasible, while minimizing state intervention.

Governor Executive Order
On April 2, 2015, Governor Jerry Brown announced an executive order for mandatory
water use reductions, the first in California’s history, due to the state’s drought that
reached near crisis proportions. The Governor has tasked the State water Resources
Control Board to achieve a 25 percent reduction in potable urban water usage by
February 28, 2016. This order required water suppliers to California’s cities and towns to
find ways to cut back on water use and for monitoring property owners for compliance.
These varying degrees of cutbacks affected homeowners, farms, businesses, as well as
the maintenance of public street medians and such facilities such as campuses,
cemeteries and golf courses. Owners of large farms, who obtain their water from sources
outside local water agencies will not do not fall under the 25 percent reduction; however,
farms were required to provide detailed reports to state regulators about water use.
Additionally, the Department of water Resources lead a Statewide initiative to collectively
replace 50 million square feet of lawns and ornamental turf with drought tolerate
landscapes and are partnering with the California Energy Commission to provide a rebate
program for inefficient appliances. This order came off one of the worst winter for snow in
California’s history, with the snowpack falling to a record low of 5 percent of normal, the
lowest in more than 60 years of record keeping.
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Water Rights
The overarching principle applicable to water use in California is that all water supplies
be put to use to the fullest extent to which they are capable. This policy is set forth in the
California Constitution, state statute, and is routinely affirmed by the courts. Beneficial
uses include domestic, irrigation, industrial, municipal, recreational, and environmental
uses. California water Code Section 106 provides a legislative declaration that domestic
use is the highest use of water in the State.
California allocates groundwater pursuant to a dual system ow water rights in which; (a)
overlying rights, and (b) appropriative rights are both recognized. An “overlying right,”
which is analogous to that of a riparian owner in a surface stream, is the right of an owner
of land to take water from the ground underneath his or her land for use on that land within
the basin or watershed, and the right is based on ownership of land and is appurtenant
thereto. Overlying rights are generally superior in right to appropriative rights.
Appropriative rights are not dependent upon land ownership, but rather arise from the
physical extraction and export of groundwater for uses off of the overlying land. Three
elements must exist to constitute a valid groundwater appropriation: (1) intent to
appropriate groundwater and apply it to beneficial use; (2) due diligence in the
development of infrastructure to extract the groundwater, followed by actual extraction of
groundwater; and 93) application of the groundwater to beneficial use within a reasonable
time.
Although appropriative rights are junior in priority to overlying rights, groundwater may be
extracted for offsite appropriative uses so long as there is available groundwater supply
that is surplus to the present cumulative needs of overlying owners. Priority between
appropriative users is predicated on the rule of first-in-time being first-in-right.
Modern appropriations of surface water and certain groundwater supplies (those that
extract groundwater flowing in a “subterranean stream”) are subject to the permitting
authority of the State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB). By contrast, the SWRCB
does not possess permitting jurisdiction over extractions of percolating groundwater.
Water Stress and Changing San Joaquin Valley
The following is the extracted summary from March 2017 report prepared by the Public
Policy Institute of California. A copy of the entire report has been attached to this Staff
Report as Attachment 1
The San Joaquin Valley – California largest agricultural region, and an important
contributor to the nation’s food supply – is in a time of great change and growing
water stress. Agriculture is a leading economic driver and predominant water user.
The region’s farms and related manufacturing businesses account for 25 percent
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of the valley’s revenues and 16 percent of local jobs – and 89 percent of annual
net water use.
The latest drought underscored valleys agriculture’s vulnerability to water scarcity
and long-term declines in groundwater reserves. The region has a greater
abundance of productive farmland than local water supplies for irrigation. In most
years since the mid-1980’s groundwater has been used faster than it is being
replenished (“groundwater overdraft”). Over the past three decades, overdraft has
averaged nearly 2 million acre-feet per year, or 13 percent of net water use. This
has contributed to increased pumping costs, dry wells, sinking lands, and declining
reliability of this vital drought reserve.
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (SGMA) requires valley
farms and communities to bring their groundwater basins into balance by 2040.
Farms must also respond to a variety of related resources and environmental
challenges. Notable issues include nitrate contamination of groundwater – a
special challenge in poor, rural communities – as well as accumulating salinity in
soils, local air pollution, and the broad decline in aquatic, wetland, and terrestrial
ecosystems.
With so many changes underway, major questions loom about the future of the
valley’s agriculture and the wider consequences for the region’s economy, society,
and environment. Several broad strategies can help address the valley’s water
imbalance and related problems:








Manage groundwater reserves: Groundwater sustainability agencies
being formed under SGMA will need solid water accounting tools to
understand how much water is available and how much is being withdrawn.
They will also need the ability to incentivize both recharge and reductions
in pumping to attain long-term groundwater balance.
Expand usable supplies: Capturing and storing more local runoff in
groundwater basins and reusing water would help reduce the current deficit
in the near term. Longer term, larger infrastructure investments such as
improved water conveyance from the Delta could help.
Reduce demand: Although farmers can save some water through crop
choice and management, idling some farmland is also likely in basins that
cannot close the groundwater deficit with new supplies. Water trading –
both within and across basins – can lessen the costs of shortages.
Explore multi-benefit strategies: Opportunities exist to manage
groundwater recharge in way that improve water supply and quality – for
example, by tailoring irrigation systems and crop choices to maximize clean
recharge in prime areas. Similarly, with the right incentives and regulatory
assurances, idled lands can be managed to reduce impacts on air quality
while improving wildlife habitat.
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Valley farmers and residents have a history of creatively adapting to
changing conditions. In meeting today’s challenges, there are numerous
opportunities to tackle problems cooperatively. But the valley also has a
complex mix of entities and institutions managing water and land. Perhaps
one of the region’s greatest challenges is developing new cooperative
approaches to seize these opportunities. The entire region – and California
as a whole – will benefit if solutions to the valley’s problems support the
economy while improving public health and environmental conditions.

Kern County General Plan Update – Potential Water Element Concepts
While an update to the Kern County General Plan cannot provide the solution to
groundwater usage in California or Kern County, it can serve as the foundation in which
larger groundwater strategies are based. Further, any future Groundwater Sustainable
Plan must be based on locally adopted General Plans. As such, Staff is proposing the
establish a Water Element for the General Plan Update.
In 2010, the Kern County Board of Supervisors adopted the Greater Tehachapi Area
Specific and Community Plan. This planning area covers the City of Tehachapi, Golden
Hills, Bear Valley Springs, Stallion Springs, Cummins Valley, Old Towne, Mendiburu
Springs, Monolith and surrounding communities. The three (3) groundwater basins that
support these communities are the Tehachapi Valley basin, the Brite Valley basin and the
Cummings Valley basin, all of which are adjudicated. An adjudicated groundwater basin
means a court had determined the safe yield of the basin and a judgement is in effect
limiting how much water may be drawn from that basin. The safe yield is the maximum
quantity of water that can be annually withdrawn from a groundwater basin without
adverse effects.
Through the adoption of the Specific Plan, the Board of Supervisors established focused
goals, policies and implementation measures targeted at facilitating development while
simultaneously protecting the groundwater resources. These policies require preparation
of site specific water analysis and conservation plans which include water budgets for
proposed development. In addition, an overall development cap has been established in
the region, limiting the total number of building permits that can be issued during the life
of the Specific Plan.
As part of this General Plan Update, Staff is proposing to work directly with all water
districts and stakeholders to evaluate the following concepts for potential inclusion in this
update:






Water well permitting process and management of data.
New public water supplies and consolidation of existing small water systems.
Coordination process with Water Districts and GSAs.
Conformity with GSPs.
Policies on water availability for new development.
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Policies on water availability for expansion or modification of existing
developments.
SB 1000 – mandatory Environmental Justice policies with focus on disadvantaged
communities.
Allowance for alternative uses for properties that have limited water availability.
Support for water markets for water transfers and banking.
Annexatins
Streamline private water treatment.
Area specific policies – identify areas that may have limited water or now water.

A copy of the proposed policy concept and the entire Water Resources Section of the
Grater Tehachapi Area Specific and Community Plan are included as part of this Staff
Report as Attachment 2.
RECOMMENDATION
Therefore, IT IS RECOMMENDED that your Commission (1) take public testimony; (2)
receive and file this letter; (3) provide comments to Staff.
Sincerely,

LORELEI H OVIATT, AICP, Director
Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department
CMM:am

3.3.1 Water Resources
Goals
GOAL COS.1 Ensure that the GTA can accommodate projected future growth
and development while maintaining a safe and healthful
environment and prosperous economy by guiding development
away from hazardous areas, and assuring the provision of
adequate public services and infrastructure.
GOAL COS.2 Encourage water conservation to reduce demand for limited
water resources and maintain a balance between water supply
and water consumption.

Policies
Policy COS.1 The County shall require adherence to any applicable UWMP within the
Plan area and participate in 5-year annual updates to the UWMP.
Policy COS.2 Ensure that water quality standards are maintained for existing users and
future development and that water-related infrastructure is provided in
an efficient and cost effective manner.
Policy COS.3 Support water purveyors in developing plans for responding to droughts
and the effects of global climate change, including contingency plans
and the sharing of water resources to improve overall water supply
reliability for the existing and future needs of the GTA.
Policy COS.4 Encourage the use of low-impact landscaping development techniques,
such as the installation of permeable surfaces for hardscape applications.
Impervious surfaces such as driveways, streets, and parking lots should
be minimized so that land is available to absorb storm water and reduce
polluted urban runoff.
Policy COS.5 Require the use of drought- and fire-tolerant landscaping in all
development areas.
Policy COS.6 New high-consumptive water uses, such as lakes and golf courses, etc.
shall provide evidence of additional verified sources of water other than
local groundwater. Other sources may include recycled stormwater or
wastewater.
Policy COS.7 Encourage effective groundwater resource management while promoting
water conservation and water recycling/reuse in all new development
and building design.
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Policy COS.8 Require the use of feasible and practical best management practices
(BMPs) to protect surface water and groundwater from the adverse
effects of construction activities and post-construction runoff, including
stormwater runoff.
Policy COS.9 Require all discretionary actions submit proof of the availability of a
sufficient water supply via connection to an existing CSD or public
utility (with the necessary infrastructure to facilitate the delivery of
water), annexation to the City of Tehachapi, evidence of available
groundwater/well sources, or through the use of contracted banked water
or other means as established by this plan.
Policy COS.10 Implement water conservation as a part of any development proposal
and utilize water banking as a tool to provide a safe and reliable water
source for future residents.
Policy COS.11 Discretionary projects shall analyze watershed impacts and reduce
impacts from construction-related and urban pollutants, as well as
alterations of flow patterns and introduction of impervious surfaces to
prevent the degradation of the watershed to the extent such measures are
practical.
Policy COS.12 Encourage drainage designs which retain or detain stormwater run-off to
minimize volume and pollutant concentrations.
Policy COS.13 Minimize the alteration of natural drainage areas. Require development
plans to include necessary mitigation to stabilize runoff and silt
deposition through utilization of grading and flood-protection
ordinances. Conserve areas along rivers and streams to enhance
drainage, flood control, recreational, and other beneficial uses while
acknowledging existing land use patterns.
Policy COS.14 Encourage utilization of wastewater treatment facilities which provide
for the reuse of wastewater and require the highest possible quality of
wastewater treatment to increase the potential use of recycled water for
existing and future needs of the GTA.
Policy COS.15 Encourage retrofitting of existing development and agricultural irrigation
with water-conserving devices, such as drip or micro-drip irrigation
systems, weather-based irrigation controllers, and water-efficient
plumbing fixtures.
Policy COS.16 The County shall encourage coordination between all water providers
and land owners throughout the GTA to develop and maintain a
Development Rights Transfer Program which would allow property
owners to sell their individual development rights on outlining areas less

Greater Tehachapi Area Specific and Community Plan
December 2010

3-23

suitable for development for the purpose of maintaining an efficient use
of existing water supply.
Policy COS.17 The County shall coordinate with City of Tehachapi, TehachapiCummings County Water District and other water purveyors within the
GTA to pursue funding to support infrastructure improvements,
specifically improvements that would allow for increased pumping of
water into the plan area.

Implementation Measures
Implementation 1

The County shall assist local water districts and agencies in
developing water conservation strategies that ultimately reduce the
demand for peak-hour water supply and wastewater capacity. These
may include the development of an Urban Water Management Plan
or other water conserving strategies or programs. Policies COS.1,
3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 12, 14

Implementation 2

The County shall encourage and cooperate with the California
Corrections Institute (CCI), water suppliers and wastewater
treatment providers in the planning, development, and construction
of water and wastewater facilities needed to transmit, treat, store,
and distribute recycled water supplies. Policies COS.1, 3, 4, 5, 6,
10, 12, 14

Implementation 3

Throughout the development process, the County shall ensure that
all new development incorporates construction standards which
protect groundwater quality by incorporating comprehensive well
construction standards and groundwater protection strategies for
any affected watersheds. Policies COS.1, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14

Implementation 4

All discretionary development proposals shall implement a waterwise program that includes all feasible measures to reduce water
use and establish a Maximum Applied Water Allowance
(MAWA) budget for each lot or home. The MAWA shall be
calculated based on standards established by the CSD serving the
individual project or on a project-by-project basis as determined
by the Kern County Planning and Community Development
Department during the discretionary review process. Policies
COS.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 16

Implementation 5

Continue conservation efforts and actively pursue water storage
and source alternatives, including dry year water transfer options
and use and production of reclaimed water. Policies COS.1, 3, 4,
5, 6, 10, 12, 14
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Implementation 6

All development proposals shall be reviewed to ensure that
landscaping is designed to reduce water demand, retain water
runoff, decrease flooding, and recharge groundwater. Droughtand fire-tolerant plant materials shall be incorporated in all new
development. Policies COS.2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Implementation 7

All development proposals shall be reviewed to ensure that the
plans incorporate permeable surfaces in outdoor landscaping and
pedestrian areas unless technical studies and/or engineering studies
indicate they are infeasible. Permeable surfaces may include
porous asphalt, decomposed granite or other aggregate, landscape
materials, or other paving materials that are porous. Policies
COS.2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Implementation 8

All discretionary development proposals shall include the
submittal of erosion and sediment control plans. The project shall
be designed according to the recommendations of the plan and to
prevent increased discharge of sediment at all stages of grading
and development. Policies COS.7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14

Implementation 9

All development proposals shall incorporate the use of bioswale
landscape elements or other natural features to reduce runoff, trap
sediment, and increase on-site infiltration, whenever feasible.
Policies COS.2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Implementation 10

All new discretionary development proposals shall incorporate,
when feasible, water conservation techniques with the goal of
reducing individual water use and limiting outdoor water use.
Such techniques include, but are not limited to: use of low-flow
plumbing fixtures on new construction, use of high-efficiency
irrigation systems for new development and retrofitting of existing
development and agricultural irrigation, use of gray water for
landscaping, use of reclaimed water resources for reasonable and
beneficial use, and use of drought-tolerant vegetation. Policy
COS.8

Implementation 11

The County shall encourage effective groundwater resource
management for the long-term benefit of the County through the
following:
a. Promote groundwater recharge activities in various zone
districts.
b. Support for the development of Urban Water Management
Plans and promote Department of Water Resources grant
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funding for all water providers.
c. Support the development of Groundwater Management Plans.
d. Support the development of future sources of additional
surface water and groundwater, including conjunctive use,
recycled water, conservation, additional storage of surface
water, and groundwater. Policies COS.1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11
Implementation 12

The County shall encourage existing developments and
agricultural irrigation to retrofit existing facilities with waterconserving devices, such as drip or micro-drip irrigation systems,
weather-based irrigation controllers, and water-efficient plumbing
fixtures. Policy COS.15

Implementation 13

New discretionary development shall require consultation with
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Regional Water Quality
Control Board, and the California Department of Fish and Game
if potential waters of the U.S. and/or waters of the State,
including wetlands, are present on site. Preservation of wetlands
shall be the primary consideration; otherwise, mitigation
measures pursuant to CEQA shall be implemented. Policies
COS.2, 13

Implementation 14

Require a flood hazard study for new discretionary development
within floodplain areas as designated by Map Code 2.5 and
require the floodplain constraints with all zone changes. New
construction located within the flood hazard zones shall conform
to the Kern County Flood Hazard Protection Ordinance. Policies
COS.12, 13

Implementation 15

Require preparation of a drainage plan to retain drainage on site
in accordance with the County Drainage Ordinance as a condition
of approval of any land division, conditional use permit (CUP), or
site plan review. The drainage plan shall be prepared by the
applicant and submitted to the Kern County Floodplain
Management Section of the Engineering, Surveying and Permit
Services Department for review and approval prior to
development. Drainage shall conform to the Kern County
Development Standards and the County Grading Ordinance.
Policies COS.12, 13

Implementation 16

All discretionary development projects shall be served by
adequate water systems via the annexation to the City of
Tehachapi or annexation into an existing Community Services
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District (CSD) or public utility (including a mutual water
company) with adequate capacity. The development shall be
required to adhere to the terms of will-serve letter as specified by
the City or CSD/public utility, including requirements for the
dedication of water rights, purchasing of State Water Project
water for banking, installation of additional infrastructure, etc. In
the event that a proposed development cannot be annexed into a
CSD/public utility or the agency does not have water capacity to
support the proposed development, the project proponent shall
utilize one of the following options:
Option A: All general plan requests, zone changes and land
division shall be limited to a minimum of 20-acre
parcel size.
Option B: Development shall be limited to one single-family
house and one secondary or additional dwelling unit
per existing lot when permitted by the existing base
zone district.
Option C: The applicant shall provide information which
demonstrates that there are sufficient alternative
water resources to serve the proposed project, other
than those that would otherwise be provided by a
CSD/public utility. This information is to be analyzed
during the required CEQA review process and shall
include, but is not limited to, each of the following:
1. Submit a Water Supply Assessment which demonstrates that a
long-term water supply (for a 20-year timeframe) is available
for the proposed project. The water assessment shall include,
but not be limited to, the following:
a.
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Source and quantity of historical water use on the site.

b.

Estimated water consumption of the proposed
development and the estimated storage, if any, required to
meet the projected need. “Projected need” includes water
required for fire protection.

c.

Recommendations for additional sources of water to
address demand shortage. Such measures may include, but
are not limited to, development of future sources of
additional surface water and groundwater, including water
transfers; conjunctive use; reclaimed water; conservation;
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additional storage of surface water; and groundwater.
2. Submit a Water Conservation Plan that identifies the specific
water conservation practices to be implemented by the project.
Implementation includes, but it not limited to the following:
a. Use of recycled water for all landscaping.
b. Use of drought- and fire-tolerant landscaping in-lieu of
traditional sod.
c. Establishment of a Water Allocation Budget.
3. Submit evidence the water usage of the proposed project will be
offset by the acquisition of land use entitlements from other
properties within the GTA or by other means as deemed
appropriate by the County. This evidence can take the form of
the following:
a. Process a Specific Plan Amendment to reduce the
development capacity of other properties within the GTA
b. Acquisition of land use development rights as obtained
through an accepted Development rights Transfer
Program. Policies COS.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16
Implementation 17

Any project which disturbs more than 1 gross acres of land, land
disposes of waste (including mining waste), utilizes recycled
water, proposes to potentially alter a streambed, or discharges fill
material to a surface water shall consult with the Regional Water
Quality Control Board to assess the need for permits from that
Agency. These permits may include, but are not limited to: Clean
Water Act (CWA) permits; a National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) General Construction Stormwater
Permit, an individual stormwater permit, compliance with Title
27, Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR), Water Reclamation
Requirements (WRRs), Water Quality Certification (WQC), etc.
Policies COS. 11, 12, 13, 14

3.3.2 Scenic and Natural Resources
Goals
GOAL COS.3

Preserve and protect scenic and natural resources and open
space within the GTA.
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